


tant role which the Scriptures play in the life of 
a missionary. Boniface’s letters were filled with 
scriptural references. Certainly he embodied 
within his life those qualities which are described 
in the Scriptures as being Christian virtues. He 
was humble even though holding the highest 
church position in his country, affectionate, and 
self-sacrificing for the many whom he sought to 
serve. His study of the Scriptures, his prayer life, 
his passion for righteousness made him one of the 
most notable men of God in all ages. 

The value of Boniface’s letters to the new con- 
verts must have been very great. Such mass 
conversions as he obtained made it impossible 
for him to have a personal relationship with many 
of these churches. He had won one hundred 
thousand Germans to Christianity by the year 
1739. His correspondents also included the leaders 
of the church in England and in Rome as he 
described his work and pointed out some of his 
needs. 

Although an old man, renowned in Germany as 
one of their greatest missionary leaders, an arch- 
bishop of the Roman church, still he left his 
German home and sought to conduct another 
missionary crusade among the Frisians in the 
Low Countries. Here he was set upon by a band 
of drunken pagans and was killed. The drive of 
this man’s desire to spread the good news of the 
Kingdom has seldom been matched. 


3. Cyrit AND METHODIUS 


It was by invitation of the Moravian prince, 
Rostislav, that the two brothers Cyril and Meth- 
odius were given opportunity to evangelize among 
the Slavs. Sons of a prominent citizen of Thes- 





salonica, they became the strongest leaders of the 
Christian movement among their people. It is 
indeed significant that even before their mission- 
ary work began, they had with others devised an 
alphabet for the writing of the Slavonic language 
and had completed the translation of the Gospels 
into this language. 

The use of the Slavonic language in the services 
of worship aroused opposition on the part of 
German prelates. The political struggle for power 
between the various princes also contributed to 
this friction between these churches. Soon, how- 
ever it was to be seen that the Latin language of 
the Roman church was to predominate. This 
proved to be a restricting factor in the spread of 
the Roman influence in the East. Do you feel that 
the church today has adopted practices which 
limit its appeal and its effectiveness throughout 
the world? 


4. THe TAMING OF THE BARBARIANS 


A very fine description of the action of the 
church in its effort to bring the newly won con- 
verts into a uniform belief and practice of religion 
is given by Walzer. A discussion of these methods 
might be of great interest as they are interpreted 
in light of the need of the day in which they 
arose. What do you think about the church hold- 
ing “the keys of the Kingdom”? Discuss the 
merits and weaknesses of penance. What induced 
the selling of indulgences? What was an in- 
dulgence supposed to mean? Why did the con- 
verts fear excommunication by the church? What 
is the Protestant’s reaction to these various forms 
of discipline exercised by the early Church? 
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